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Planning 

Project Goals 

• Inform myself and others 

• Synthesize two types of history 

– Technological 

– Anthropological / Cultural 

• Broad overview of events and issues 

• Create a useful resource 



5/11/2007 Sean McBride - AHS Capstone 4 

Planning 

Audience 

Participants: 

 

Bloggers 

 

Blog Readers 

 

Developers 

 

Potential Participants: 

 

Average 

Web Surfers 
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Planning 

Deliverable 

Website 
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Execution 

Sources 

• Primary sources 

– Essays 

– Blog posts 

– Interviews 

• Secondary sources 

– Scholarly book and articles 
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Execution 

Process 

• Literature reading 

• Notecards (~200) 

• Organize and synthesize 

• Analyze 
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Results 

Defining Blogging 

• “A frequently updated webpage with dated 

entries, new ones placed on top.” 

• Changed over time 

• Personal voice 
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Results 

Predecessors to Blogging 

• Non-networked 

– Commonplace books 

– Pamphleteering 

• Networked 

– Email 

– USENET 

– Web 
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Results 

The Inception of Blogging 

• 1997 – “Weblog” term coined 

• Jan 1999 – 23 on community list 

• July 1999 – Pitas launches 

• August 1999 – Blogger and Groksoup 

• November 1999 – 9000+ blogs 

 

• Today – 2.8 to 71 million blogs 
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Analysis 

Take-Home Messages 

• Novel uses are important 

• Technology and culture are symbiotic 

• Technology isn’t “good” or “evil” 
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Read More: 

http://seanmcb.com/projects/bhob/ 


