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The Cold War 

 



Themes: War 

Viet Cong base camp after an attack 

(Wikimedia Commons) 
Pershing missle battery 

(pershingmissile.org, from 

collection of Tex Chellete) 



Themes: The End of the World 

Castle Romeo H-bomb explosion, March 

27, 1954 (Wikimedia Commons) 
Fallout shelter sign, 

New York (Wikimedia 

Commons) 



Themes: Patriotism 

Screen capture from “Patriotism,” 

Civil Defense Short Subject Film, 

1972.  (conelrad.com) 

Screen capture from “What is Communism?” 

Civil Defense Short Subject Film, 1963.  

(conelrad.com) 



Themes: Computers 

Minuteman III missile guidance computer, 

c. 1970.  (Wikimedia Commons) 

IBM System 360/20 computer, c. 1966.  

(Wikimedia Commons) 



Star Trek 

 

U.S.S. Enterprise.   

(Memory Alpha, Paramount Television) 



Hypotheses 

• A significant number of Star Trek episodes 

express the aforementioned themes. 

• The expression of themes changed over 

time to reflect changes in American 

attitudes. 

• The methods of expression can be 

evaluated using literary analysis. 



Methodology 

 



Results 

• About 40% of all episodes express Cold 

War themes. 

• About half of those express more than one 

theme. 

The Klingons supply weapons to the 

enemy in “A Private Little War.”  

(voyager.cz) 



Results 

• Trends over time are not apparent. 

Kirk reads from the U.S. Constitution 

in “The Omega Glory”.  (voyager.cz) 



Results 

• Literary analysis yields interesting results 

of questionable relevance 

• Typically, themes are expressed in 

dominant literary elements 

• Most episodes are Event-driven 

• Fewest are Milieu-driven 



Conclusions 

• A significant number of Star Trek episodes 

express the aforementioned themes. 

• The expression of themes changed over 

time to reflect changes in American 

attitudes. 

• The methods of expression can be 

evaluated using literary analysis. 



Questions? 

 



 


