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Johann Sebastian Bach 

• Lived 1685-1750 

• Prolific German composer and organist 

• Contributed to the Baroque period 

• Wide range of works: 

– Religious and secular 

– Choir, orchestra, solo instruments 



Cello Suites Composition 

• Composed between 1717-1723 while 

working at a court 

• Autographed manuscript never found 

• Four manuscripts found 

– Identical in notes 

– differ greatly in dynamics and articulation 

• Most used version is a manuscript copied 

by Bach’s second wife, Anna Magdalena 



Significance 

• Suites neglected long after Bach’s death 

• Unaccompanied cello was a rarity in that 

time 

• Bold venture in that time period 

• Standard cello repertoire today 

• Transcribed for many instruments 

– Viola, violin, lute, piano, bassoon, trombone 



Interpretation 

• Lack of original manuscript gives more 

freedom to the player 

• Passed down through teachers 

• Quote by Anner Bylsma: 

 “Nobody, it seems to me, will ever be totally 

happy about his [or her] performance of the 

Suites. There will still be so much untold…” 





Sarabande Opening 
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Shameless Plug  

Kat’s Viola Recital 

 
Sunday, May 6  

8:30 PM 

Glavin Chapel 

 

Program 

Bach Cello Suite No.3 

A Realistic Love Song 

Schubert Arpeggione Sonata 


